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Abstract

Policy Directions for Concentration in the Seoul Metropolitan Area and

Local Crisis in the Age of Population Decline

In order to alleviate the concentration of the Seoul metropolitan area and
revitalize the provinces, strategies for fostering hubs for local innovation shall be
continuously promoted. It is important to promote network strategies to foster urban
areas and strengthen links between urban areas through connection with these
growth bases and surrounding areas. In addition, a multi-dimensional and layered
strategy for the development of the metropolitan area based on the connection
between these urban areas is needed.

Since the roles in the country are different for each urban hierarchy, it is
important to divide functions and roles between cities and urban areas. The
metropolitan area can play a major role in terms of basic economic and settlement
conditions through the connection of small and medium-sized cities by bridging the
wide-area gap with the metropolitan area. In rural areas and vulnerable areas,
balanced national development can be achieved through the supply of basic living
infrastructure, etc. and the improvement of underdeveloped areas through various

national support.

Key words: Balanced development, concentration of Seoul metropolitan area,
population decline, local crisis
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Abstract

Balanced regional development strategy according to population decline

Population decline is mainly attributable to aging and low birth rates. Among the
population decline, the concentration of population in the metropolitan area is
mainly due to job creation and job environment. Weakening of the regional
industrial base, decrease in local employment opportunities, and undeveloped
transportation networks are cited as reasons for the decline of non-metropolitan
areas. Unlike the weakening competitiveness of non-capital areas, the concentration
phenomenon in the metropolitan area is mainly attributed to the occupational
environment. Therefore, in the case of non-metropolitan areas, it is necessary to
consider enhancing differentiated industrial competitiveness, especially in
agriculture, forestry, tourism, livestock industry, and fishery, which are different
from those in the metropolitan area.

On the other hand, the task of developing innovative industrial capabilities
suitable for the regional characteristics and fostering creative convergence industries
is a very important task. In the process of successfully carrying out these tasks, a
shared development strategy of the government, businesses, and local residents is
required, and the connection between government support and regional initiatives to
enhance industrial competitiveness and vitality emerges as another task.

Lastly, in order to promote economic diversification between regions, it is
necessary to establish concrete implementation strategies with the ultimate goal of
developing new industries and businesses while reducing dependence on a single

sector and providing new job opportunities.
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Abstract

A Study on Population Aging and solution in Korea

A Population aging means a state in which more than 7% of a country's
population is aged 65 or older.

There may be many problems experienced by the elderly in Korea, but the
biggest problem is that they become economically vulnerable. The elderly poverty
rate in Korea is 43.4% as of 2022, which is the highest among OECD countries.
Another problem experienced in the elderly is disconnection from social
relationships and lack of leisure. Finally, when the elderly enter long-term care due
to illness, it is hard maintain a life in there’s own residence area.

In conclusion, population aging is national problem, and it is difficult to solve in
a short period of time. First, the issue of resetting the age criteria for the elderly.
Second, reorganization of the old-age finance security system. Third, development
of various support system for the elderly can continue to live where they live

regardless of their health conditions.

Key words: Aging Population, Long-term care, Aging in place(AIP), Elderly
poverty rate
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Abstract

Measures to Mitigate the Low Birth Rate and the Concentration Towards the
Metropolitan Area of Young People

South Korea is experiencing an unprecedented rapid population decline in the
world. The fertility rate of women was 0.78, the only OECD country with less than
one child. In addition, 65% of the total population entered an "aged society" with
more than 14%. To solve the problem of low birth rates and aging in Korea, it is
necessary to increase the fertility rate through the dispersion of the youth
population concentrated in the metropolitan area. According to several studies, the
higher population density results in the lower the fertility rate. Young people in
Korea are concentrating on the metropolitan area for searching proper jobs. The
problem is that jobs and residential spaces are limited, but competition intensifies
as young people flock. In this competitive structure of young people, the survival
instinct to live basically takes precedence. Marriage and childbirth are naturally
delayed or abandoned.In order to solve this problem, a population distribution
policy through enhancing regional competitiveness is necessary. Half of the nation's
youth are concentrated in the metropolitan area. The competition for survival is too
fierce. To this end, many high-quality jobs must be created in the non-metropolitan
area. However, areas, where leading companies have already escaped are lacking
cultural life infrastructure for young people to enjoy.

Hence, I propose two things. First, the government and various stakeholders
should be interested in finding and commercializing unique characteristics inherent
in the region. It is necessary to create new abandoned spaces in the area, so many
young people can visit and live even for a while. Second, it should focus on
creating an environment to foster small companies. If local young people can set up
and operate companies in the region without going to Seoul, they will be able to

fill the gap that large companies have escaped to some extent.
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Abstract

Korea's population change has exceeded the danger level. Even major advanced
countries which had a faster demographic change than Korea, are worried about
korea’s social collapse. There are many causes. At this time the priority is balanced
development of urban and rural areas. It is necessary to pay attention to the social
transfer of young population coming to the metropolitan area where the fertility rate
is low for finding education and occupation. Localism for it’s regeneration is a
powerful task to solve the population problem that has worsened the urban & rural
gaps. Priority is the extinction crisis area facing double impacts. For the balance
recovery & intraregional division, It is essential for regeneration of marginal area.
In particular, ESG which tries to solve social problems, can be reducible much
population problem, and the impact of population change can be reduced when

companies as well as governments strive for localism.
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Abstract

The Direction of Science and Technology Workforce Policy in the Era of

Population Decline

Population decline has become a fact of life in all sectors of Korea. In the
knowledge-based economy, the decrease in science and technology workforce is a
more serious problem. This is because the new knowledge they produce is the
driving force that can overcome the slowdown in economic growth. Therefore, it is
an urgent task to promote the quantitative increase of researchers and the qualitative
improvement of research outcomes. Korean policy has a tendency to regard science
and technology workforce as industrial workforce. It is true that this past policy has
contributed to improving the quantity and quality of science and technology
workforce. However, the paradigm of manpower policy has changed: the industry
sector needs to put more effort in manpower training, while the public sector needs
to focus more on the basic research and education where market logic does not
work. Korea should actively attract foreigners, women, and researchers with high
careers to the science and technology field. It is also essential to give the better
treatment to scientific and technological personnel along with guaranteeing a stable

research environment.

Key words: population decline, science and technology, workforce policy,
basic research
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