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Abstract

U.S.-China Strategic Competition and South Korea's ASEAN Strategy: A
Critical Review of the Korean Version of the Indo-Pacific Strategy and the
Korea-ASEAN Solidarity Initiative

Seung-won Suh (Korea Univ.)

In November 2022, President Yoon Suk-Yeol announced the Indo-Pacific Strategy
of Freedom, Peace, and Prosperity (Korean version of the Indo-Pacific Strategy)
and the Korea-ASEAN Solidarity Initiative (KASI) at the ASEAN-Korea Summit
(Phnom Penh). The new policy stance seemed to be shadowed by China. Existing
strategic ambiguity has changed to strategic clarity that suggests full-fledged
participation in the geopolitical game, and universal values and maritime security
cooperation have begun to be emphasized in its relations with ASEAN. In contrast,
both sides of China and ASEAN have moved toward a comprehensive strategic
partnership that focuses on the linkage between AOIP and the Belt and Road
Initiative. Both Japan and ASEAN have also begun converging FOIP 2.0 and AOIP
in the framework of a comprehensive strategic partnership. I would like to present
the following three policy suggestions. First, Seoul’s policy stance should be
upgraded to a more practical Indo-Pacific strategy 2.0. as Tokyo did. Second, it is
necessary to expand the Korea-ASEAN comprehensive strategic partnership
currently being promoted as well as the strategic partnership with ASEAN member
states in all directions. Third, Seoul should actively participate in the
mainstreamization of AOIP, which aims to overcome the geopolitical game between

great powers.
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Abstract

Beyond Gravity Era: Korean Space Technology Development Strategy

The space race is becoming fierce, and interest in space is increasing due to
advancements in technology and business related to space development. Each
country is trying to strengthen its competitiveness in the space in this situation. The
history of the space race began with the confrontation between the United States
and the Soviet Union. Since then, various countries have entered the space field,
and competition is gradually expanding to a global scale. NASA is systematically
establishing strategies related to the development of space technology, through
which it is playing a leading role in the space. Additionally, NASA is promoting
the development of space technology through cooperation with various companies
and is also making efforts to transfer space technology to other industries. Korea
must also take a strategic approach to strengthen its technological capabilities in the
space. As a latecomer country in the space, Korea must establish a national space
development strategy to secure a leading position. In addition, we hope to keep up
with the competition in the beyond gravity era and lay the foundation for future

generations to lead space development through strategic development in the space.
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Abstract

Suggestions for National-Level Space Weather Risk Preparedness Policies

Space weather is a critically important factor that directly impacts the
performance and reliability of cutting-edge devices deployed in space and on the
ground, including satellites, communication, and navigation systems, as well as
ground power systems. Moreover, it significantly influences the safety and
efficiency of human space activities. With the proliferation of space infrastructure,
such as satellite and communication networks on a global scale, and the expansion
of human presence in space through active exploration, the prediction and
preparedness for space weather risks have become increasingly vital for national
safety and stability. Therefore, it is imperative for nations to raise awareness about
the risks posed by space weather and to formulate appropriate policies for
readiness. In this era of heightened space exploration, we propose the following
policy recommendations to bolster preparedness for future space weather risks and
ensure national safety: (i) Enhance monitoring and prediction of space weather; (ii)
Establish an integrated space weather response system; (iii) Facilitate rapid
transmission and sharing of space weather information; (iv) Enhance technical
capabilities and support research for space weather prediction and response; (V)
Strengthen international cooperation on space weather; (vi) Provide training for
space weather experts and increase public awareness; (vii) Implement a

Research-to-Operations and Operations-to-Research framework.

Key words: space weather risk, space weather prediction and preparation,
national-level preparation
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Abstract

The Carbon Neutrality of the U.S. and Korea and Its Implication for the
Korea-U.S. Alliance

Byung Kwon Son

The carbon neutrality policies, or so-called net-zero policies, of the U.S. and
Korea have both commonlities and differences. Both countries share the Paris
Agreement’s recommendation to prepare for the long-term low greenhouse gas
emission development strategies(LEDS) and the 2018 IPCC’s ‘Special Report:
Global Warming of 1.5°C” as a rationale for the goal of achieving carbon neutrality
by 2050. Besides, both nations take the 2050 carbon neutrality drive as an
opportunity to transform their economies to clean one and to create clean jobs.
With respect to differences, the carbon neutrality in the U.S. was largely
characterized by being driven bottom-up, which means the citizen groups like the
Sunrise Movement were strongly mobilized to pressure Washington politics to move
more quickly and actively in addressing climate crisis. In constrast, the government
took the leading role in dealing with the carbon neutrality issue in Korea. Besides,
the congressional and presidential elelctoral politics both in 2018 and 2020 was
crucial in bringing the climate crisis and the carbon neutrality into public and
political awareness in the U.S. Whereas in Korea, without electoral process
weighing in, the Moon Jae-in government played a dominant role in configurating
the global trend for addressing climate crisis, and in annoucing a series of measures
aiming at carbon neutrality. Finally, the climate crisis and cabron neutrality have
now become an important factor in upgrading the traditional Korea-U.S. Alliance to
an alliance working for global agenda across multiple issues. And it is because the
U.S. wants to keep Korea as its pivotal partner in climate issue on the global stage,
and because Korea, faced with the global trend toward carbon neutrality, considers
it as inevitable to transform its national economic structure into a clean one, and

takes the climate issue as helpful in deepening alliance partnership with the U.S.
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