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7] OECD. (2023). What is the Best County for Global Talents in the OECD?
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g5s A NGl AF Al IFAA(F-H)= AT + U== 3%
Aes A7, ((RExR) B8, Az F8 7)ke] ‘29 535}
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ATE &l =Ad ()9 v=d Ag FFs =rsta 4 7| 295 W
WAl oA A9 QTR Aoptes 79, 22 A 953 HAE 4l
Aot sde B2 A=A (@H) e AF(F-2) AFAH Fofek 715 Fikol
Festte & v vE EVE AR, & A= 7 & 542 o=l
A Fold FAE olF(H =4 AGE A7 A gowiA AF F FH
d&ds FADsopd mef A (=43 W I/ F e A A4
Fol) & AlFste 722 Adve Aot @ ¢ vk & AR 9=/ F
oAl AlgE = vihe] de dd vl A=) AAA 8 S (F7AF
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g o Ty EASE B=A Aol ohd, B Azl YRR geo}
shal A A M EA S} Hud R AGeN 4 Fe AFAES 3
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B vkt EAAUR? ol @ o] F71H BN A% Fd 959
(2)e) WEal Ao A& ed FUL HeHES & 5 UL AT
947 8 A BFY FAS A& 98 dTRG DA M= A o] F
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AHES Fol 5 9t
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Abstract

Korea’s Immigration Policy as a Policy for Securing “Potential” Population

Due to the increasing global migration trend, governments across the world have
sought to attract migrants with skills and global talents to their countries since the
2000s. In response to the serious policy issues Korean society is experiencing today
- population decline and local extinction - the Korean government has shifted its
immigration policy towards fostering migrants with skills and settling in society
over the long term. Furthermore, after the end of the 2010s, the Korean government
introduced some policies for increasing regional-based immigration policies such as
a seasonal migration worker program and an area-specific visa pilot program.
Typically, such a series of policy experiments in the Korean government are
designed to respond to population crises and secure a potential population in
society through the inflow and settlement of migrants, especially in regional areas
where domestic populations are hesitant to live and work.

In spite of the government's efforts to inflow and settle migrants in the regional
areas, those policy programs overlook some important points: people as "economic

"

men" tend to have higher salaries, better labor conditions and qualified
socioeconomic infrastructure regardless of nationality. The current policy approach
of the Korean government, based on a regularatory nudge (if migrants work and
stay in the regional area for a minimum of five years, they can apply for
permanent residency in Korean society), is insufficient to ensure migrants adhere to
policy guidelines. Migrants should be able to settle successfully in regional areas if
the Korean government provides them with qualified life and labor conditions and
infrastructures. As a result, migrants will be more likely to settle in voluntarily in
the long run. Therefore, governments should connect migrant settlement policies

with integration policies in order to secure migrants in regional areas.

key words: Immigration policy, Population crisis, Regional-based visa scheme,
Migrant worker policy, Connecting migrant settlements with integration
policies
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Initial Rescissions Of Harmful Executive Orders And Actions

To commence the policies that will make our Nation united, fair, safe, and
prosperous again, it is the policy of the United States to restore common sense
to the Federal Government and unleash the potential of the American citizen.
The revocations within this order will be the first of many steps the United
States Federal Government will take to repair our institutions and our economy.

Sec. 2. Revocation of Orders and Actions. The following executive actions
are hereby revoked: Executive Order 14037 of August 5 2021 (Strengthening
American Leadership in Clean Cars and Trucks)

Unleashing American Energy

(Sec. 2.) (¢) to eliminate the “electric vehicle (EV) mandate” and promote true
consumer choice, which is essential for economic growth and innovation, by
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removing regulatory barriers to motor vehicle access; by ensuring a level regulatory
playing field for consumer choice in vehicles; by terminating, where appropriate,
state emissions waivers that function to limit sales of gasoline-powered automobiles;
and by considering the elimination of unfair subsidies and other ill-conceived
government-imposed market distortions that favor EVs over other technologies and
effectively mandate their purchase by individuals, private businesses, and
government entities alike by rendering other types of vehicles unaffordable;

A % Welw Y39 A7 9

EdEZ FHE= n 4 FIH M (America First Trade Policy) 2 Z3f

ZX&ta, vz 719y 2EA Y Fe 5 A=xF
17k gtk BEA A S el #A T Y= T
Agstes gAY A (ERS, External Revenue
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Service) & 3t 22

T3 FEY I7td AAg S AT of| o). olgg 7 H A
T TA A4 FTA AP gl237F o] BEAF oz Agdd H F50]
HaEE A W 79 E Pl AAE AEstE S g9 E Aot 53] 5
guets rx e A FAeA Eddo]l & vt (HAE, Ay
dE, =Y 5ol AS) T stH=E ulToA] du] FTA AFPolv 5 T
A(HEA) = &7 g=Ar7F Arh. 202449 AsAket A F5 O
| 3R] FA= o 404.79ER &3 Y49 EdFo] E A5 AT
T AT

(2 6) Ol= ?d 798 2 EE= jed 4884y

America First Trade Policy

Sec. 2. Addressing Unfair and Unbalanced Trade.

(b) The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce and the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall investigate the
feasibility of establishing and recommend the best methods for designing,
building, and implementing an External Revenue Service (ERS) to collect tariffs,
duties, and other foreign trade-related revenues.

(f)  The United States Trade Representative shall review existing United
States trade agreements and sectoral trade agreements and recommend any
revisions that may be necessary or appropriate to achieve or maintain the
general level of reciprocal and mutually advantageous concessions with
respect to free trade agreement partner countries.

AR % WMol P39 A= B
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Abstract

Environmental Changes and Countermeasures

of the Automotive Industry

The automotive industry plays a crucial role in South Korea’s economy,
contributing 13.7% of total exports in 2024. Despite a slight decline in production
and domestic sales due to economic downturns, Hyundai and Kia have maintained
their position as the world’s third-largest automaker. The industry is undergoing a
major transformation toward eco-friendly vehicles, autonomous driving, and
connected cars, driven by environmental regulations, advancements in Al,
semiconductors, and battery technologies. This shift is also reshaping the value
chain, fostering horizontal collaborations with IT and semiconductor companies.

Meanwhile, challenges arise from U.S. trade policy uncertainty and China's
growing EV market. Protectionist measures and regulatory changes could affect
South Korean automobile exports, while Chinese automakers like BYD expand
globally, intensifying competition. To maintain global competitiveness, South Korea
must enhance EV and autonomous driving technologies, strategically respond to
policy changes, and strengthen its position in emerging markets through innovation

and industry collaboration.

Key words: Automotive industry, Eco-friendly vehicles, Autonomous driving,
Connected cars, Protectionism, Global competitiveness
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Abstract

Sustainable Urban Public Transportation with Fare Support Policy

Traffic congestion in South Korea imposes an annual economic burden of 70.6
trillion KRW, accounting for 3.5% of GDP, particularly in metropolitan areas.
While public transportation is essential for mitigating congestion and reducing
environmental impact, ridership has been declining due to demographic shifts,
increased car ownership, and changes in travel behavior following COVID-19. This
decline has exacerbated operational deficits and increased the need for government
subsidies, raising concerns about the financial sustainability of the system.

To address these challenges, South Korea has implemented public transportation
fare support policies, which fall into two major categories. The rebate-based system
(e.g., K-Pass) provides partial fare refunds for frequent users, reducing costs but
creating a tiered pricing structure that disadvantages occasional riders. The fare cap
system (e.g., Seoul’s Climate Card) limits monthly fare expenditures, encouraging
transit use but raising equity concerns regarding the allocation of benefits. While
these policies have shown positive impacts, such as increased ridership, reduced car
usage, and lower greenhouse gas emissions, they also intensify financial burdens on
local governments.

To ensure long-term sustainability, a comprehensive policy approach is required.
Key strategies include redefining service standards to guarantee consistent quality,
establishing fair cost-sharing mechanisms to distribute financial responsibility across
all citizens, and integrating smart mobility technologies such as autonomous transit
systems and Al-driven traffic management. These efforts will enhance the
efficiency, accessibility, and sustainability of South Korea’s public transportation
network, ensuring its role as a viable alternative to private car travel while

addressing environmental and economic challenges.
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Abstract

Improving Korea's Food Security in a Rapidly Changing Environment

Korea's food security has become a critical issue amid complex threats such as
climate change, pandemics, and geopolitical conflicts. The nation's food
self-sufficiency rate has been steadily declining, with increasing reliance on imports
for major grains like wheat, corn, and soybeans. This trend is driven by factors
such as reduced agricultural production due to climate change, an aging farming
population, shrinking arable land, and disruptions in international supply chains.
Successive administrations have implemented various policies to enhance food
security, but progress in improving self-sufficiency for major grains remains limited.
Domestic initiatives, such as the Strategic Crop Subsidy Program and public
stockpiling systems, along with efforts to secure grains through overseas agricultural
development, have achieved partial success. However, heavy reliance on imports
and limitations in the domestic agricultural sector persist as significant challenges.
To strengthen food security, Korea needs to expand public and private stockpiling
systems by establishing strategic reserve bases, such as those in Saemangeum,
diversify import sources, promote domestic grain consumption, and enhance the
price competitiveness of domestically produced grains. Additionally, efforts should
focus on increasing the effectiveness of overseas agricultural development by
strengthening cooperation frameworks with exporting countries and pursuing the
establishment of stable international grain distribution networks from a long-term
perspective. By taking these measures, Korea can improve its grain self-sufficiency

rate and build a stable food supply system capable of withstanding external shocks.

Key words: Food security, food self-sufficiency, public stockpiling system,
Strategic Crop Subsidy Program, overseas agricultural development
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Abstract

A Study on Governance Reform for Immigration Policy in Response to

South Korea’s Demographic Crisis

South Korea is facing a severe demographic crisis due to persistently low birth
rates and an aging population. The country recorded an all-time low fertility rate of
0.72 in 2023, with projections for 2024 further declining to 0.68. This demographic
shift has led to labor shortages, economic stagnation, and regional disparities,
particularly affecting non-metropolitan areas. In response, immigration has emerged
as a strategic alternative to mitigate population decline. While advanced economies
have adopted immigration policies to supplement their workforce and maintain
demographic stability, South Korea’s current immigration governance remains
fragmented and inefficient.

This study examines global immigration policy trends, highlighting the importance
of structured governance, skilled labor attraction, and social integration strategies. It
identifies key challenges in South Korea’s immigration governance, including policy
fragmentation across multiple ministries, lack of centralized coordination, and weak
collaboration between central and local governments. Furthermore, it proposes
comprehensive governance reforms by (1) establishing an integrated immigration
governance framework, (2) strengthening decision-making support systems through
data-driven policies, and (3) enhancing cooperation between national and local
governments, as well as public-private partnerships.

Given South Korea’s transition to a multicultural society and increasing public
discourse on immigration reform, this study emphasizes the necessity of proactive
governance restructuring. The proposed reforms aim to facilitate a sustainable
immigration policy framework that balances economic needs with social acceptance,
ultimately positioning immigration as a key solution to the country’s demographic

challenges.

Key words: Immigration policy, demographic crisis, governance reform, labor
market, population decline
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Abstract

Food Security and Korea's Future: What’s the Solution?

Food security has emerged as a critical national strategy amid growing global
uncertainties. Defined by the FAO as the state in which all people have access to
sufficient, safe, and nutritious food at all times, food security extends beyond mere
food supply to encompass economic stability, social resilience, and international
relations. South Korea, with its low grain self-sufficiency rates and heavy reliance
on imports, remains highly vulnerable to external shocks, as evidenced by past food
crises, the COVID-19 pandemic, and geopolitical conflicts like the Russia-Ukraine
war.

To enhance food security, South Korea must adopt a multifaceted approach. First,
key grain self-sufficiency targets should be legally mandated to ensure a stable
domestic food supply. Second, long-term supply agreements with exporting
countries must be secured to mitigate market volatility risks. Third, an early
warning system should be developed to monitor and preempt disruptions in the
global food supply chain. Fourth, investment in agricultural technology and
climate-resilient farming methods must be expanded to boost productivity. Lastly,
policies recognizing the multifaceted value of agriculture, such as public-purpose
subsidies and sustainable farming initiatives, should be institutionalized.

Food security is not only a national responsibility but a shared task requiring
collaboration between the government, private sector, and citizens. A comprehensive
and sustainable policy framework will be essential to ensuring South Korea's
resilience against future food crises and securing a stable food supply for

generations to come.
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