NATIONAL STRATEGY RESEARCH 1

ARRO) g chatE A B2

rOl'
ozt
rte

1. So7tuA
2 U= EER gisdo] MA Z4=3 Ju= ds8A, 27 2 XA 5 &8

2
S0 gt 189 WAE Ruste BEE 0hl QLA Aot 98e

-

HolRb A ARIAY Btk 9wl ofgh AWAQ Lg WA Hujet BeT
QARAE WIO AAIY AgReldue J@os Sot 7102, ug YHoR i

AAROMZFOL ojgA BAIFHC 271S BE 4 QeA HAZECL 02 Loda

Y ooj® 22]0)(Greer)7t 8% 7Y HRELY Zaleolq AARe7)7
(WTO)?} &840 a7l Alufjstd 7]&0] LomME o oy x|&7153kA] ¢
DA AR BRe 28] 95 AU 200 D 2 drkda WTO

o] 92ato] 2kgco] Wcho] EYL 2L E(Trump Round)o] TE H2e Lo

O
é
N
)
o

]

>
1o
e
n
2
>
el
o
il
>
i)
[
=)
2
AN
N
Do)
o
L 0%
|
o
i
Do)
b
1o
Clo
&
tlo
o
D)
=
H
=
o

* ERQA(RRD BEYG HaAKSs 2 Ul d2jolF), FatAH(=AE)

*x* Jamieson Greer, “Trump’s Trade Representative: Why We Remade the Global Order,” New
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* Jean Paul Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism, translated by Carol Macomber (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 2007).
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Abstract

A Multilateral Approach to Economic Security

Han, Changwan

Today’s international order is filled with the language of division, competition,
and “my country first” policies. While it is debatable whether the international
order has ever been truly stable, the current state, marked by power struggles
between major nations such as the United States and China, unilateral U.S. tariff
impositions, competition in advanced technologies, and wars in Ukraine and the

Middle East, is undoubtedly a phenomenon we have not seen in recent decades.

Even amid this turbulence, multilateral institutions and norms still function in
certain areas of the international community, and there remain domains, such as
climate change and pandemics, that require problem-solving through multilateral

cooperation.

For export-oriented middle powers like Korea, multilateral values should not be
seen merely as idealistic goals but as a foundation for strategic survival. In an
unstable international order, the most practical alternative for Korea to exert
influence and safeguard its national interests is “flexible strategic multilateralism.”
This means acting within the framework of multilateralism based on rules to
earn recognition as a trusted middle power; securing new economic territories to
enhance economic resilience; substantially diversifying resource supply chains;
and acquiring and localizing key technologies in order to expand our strategic

space.

Existence precedes essence, and we must take responsibility for the
consequences of our own choices. No matter how difficult and uncertain the
circumstances, we possess the freedom to choose and must bear the
responsibility for the consequences of exercising that freedom. The same applies
to our country. Even in today’s uncertain international order and unpredictable
circumstances, we must choose our path, and we must bear the resulting

consequences. Looking ahead, the international community is likely to have
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multiple governance systems and norms that differ depending on the countries,
groups, and sectors involved. Stability in the international community through
multilateralism will depend on the ability of states to cooperate and adapt in a

fragmented world to solve common problems and achieve shared goals.

Korea must not remain a passive follower merely reacting to changes, but
must actively make choices as a responsible actor and a middle power, and
thereby establish itself as a trusted partner. We must pursue a flexible and
strategic multilateralism by diversifying partnerships, participating in discussions
in various formats such as multilateralism and minilateralism, and upholding a
rules-based order. This is also an existential challenge facing Korea as an

export-oriented middle power.



