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Abstract
Legal and Institutional Tasks for Energy Transition in Response

to the Climate Crisis

Hyunjong Lim

The energy transition to combat climate change has become an irreversible

zeitgeist and a pivotal national mandate that will define Korea's future
competitiveness. While recent initiatives—such as the concretization of national
carbon reduction plans pursuant to climate litigation outcomes and the proposed
establishment of a Ministry of Climate, Energy, and Environment—seek to

address these imperatives, legal and institutional supplements are indispensable to

resolving the persistently low ratio of renewable energy.

Whereas the priority of traditional legal frameworks and governance was the
extensive convergence of opinions through broad stakeholder engagement, the
emerging challenge is to balance conflicting interests without impeding the
critical public interest of climate crisis response. Although this paradigm shift
may necessitate a streamlined consensus process, it should not lead to the
violation of legal interests. Consequently, proactive efforts by central and local
governments to secure preliminary sites are prerequisite, alongside the
establishment of efficient procedures and support mechanisms to bolster social

acceptance.

Specifically, the realization of this overriding public interest requires the prior
refurbishment of procedural systems and licensing criteria. In parallel, reflecting
the intent of the Constitutional Court’s ruling, it is imperative to legislate
concrete, binding reduction pathways that safeguard the rights of future
generations, while offering substantive support to affected communities.

Ultimately, a comprehensive restructuring of the energy legal regime is
required —shifting from a centralized, supply-driven model to a decentralized,

demand-side management system that places climate values at the forefront.
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Through this, the dual goals of carbon neutrality and sustainable development
must be achieved. This represents more than a mere substitution of energy
sources; it is a profound transition toward a just and sustainable socio-economic

structure.



